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SODBURY  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 
Composition  of  District 

Parishes  of  Acton  Turville,  Alderley,  Badminton,  Cold  Ashton, 
Dodington,  Doynton,  Dyrham  &  Hinton,  Frampton 
Cotterell,  Filton,  Horton,  Hawkesbury,  Iron  Acton, 
Little  Sodbury,  Marshfield,  Pucklechurch,  Sodbury, 
Stoke  Gifford,  Tormarton,  Westerleigh,  Wick  & 
Abson,  Wick  war.  Winterbourne,  Yate. 

Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee 
J.  A.  Sleeman,  Esq. 


WARMLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
Composition  of  District 

Parishes  of  Bitton,  Hanham  Abbots,  Mangotsfield  Rural, 
Oldland,  Siston. 

Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee 
D.  J.  A.  Fowler,  Esq. 


KINGSWOOD  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
Composition  of  District 

Wards  North,  South,  East,  West,  Mount  Hill. 


Chairman  of  the  Public  Heath  Committee 
Mrs.  E.  A.  Griffiths 


MANGOTSFIELD  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

Composition  of  District 

Wards  Downend,  Soundwell,  Mangotsfield. 


Chairman  of  the  Public  Heath  Committee 
W.  G.  Smith,  Esq. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 

JAMES  MENZIES  CORMACK,  m.b.,  ch.B.,  d.p.h.,  d.p.a. 

The  Medical  Officer’s  duties  are  divided  into  two  parts,  50%  of 
each,  one  part  comprising  duties  as  District  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  to  the  four  Districts  named  below,  and  for  the  other  part 
he  acts  as  Medical  Officer  to  the  Southern  Area  Sub-Committee 
of  the  Gloucestershire  County  Council  Health  Committee. 

SODBURY  RURAL  DISTRICT 

Sanitary  Inspectors  J.  H.  E.  Steele, 

(Senior  Sanitary  Inspector) 

H.  S.  Hale,  m.s.i.a.,  m.r.s.i. 

G.  Fry,  m.s.i.a. 

Clerical  I.  A.  Beardsley,  (Mrs.) 

E.  Pritchard,  (Miss) 

Rodent  Inspector  I  Operator  G.  W.  Dean 

WARMLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT 

Sanitary  Inspector  L.  J.  Prosser,  l.i.o.b.,  m.r.s.i.,  m.s.i.a, 

Pupil  Sanitary  Inspector 

until  29.5.54  H.  J.  Cornes 

Clerical  M.  Sims  (Miss) 

KINGSWOOD  URBAN  DISTRICT 

Sanitary  Inspectors  G.  E.  Curtis,  f.s.i.a.,  m.r.s.i. 

(Cert.  Meat  and  Foods  Inspector) 
(Senior  Health  Inspector) 

H.  J.  Bryant,  m.s.i.a.,  m.r.s.i. 

until  7.7.54 

Pupil  Sanitary  Inspector  J.  Gray  (from  1.3.54) 

Clerical  J.  M.  Sweeting,  (Mrs.) 

MANGOTSFIELD  URBAN  DISTRICT 

Sanitary  Inspector  H.  J.  Bryant,  m.r.s.i.,  m.s.i.a. 

(Cert.  Meat  and  Foods  Inspector) 

appointed  12.7.54 

F.  A.  Long,  M.i.Mun.E.,  a.r.i.c.s., 

M.S.I.A. 

J.  D.  Robins  (until  3.10.54) 

Miss  P.  Wall  (appointed  4.10.54) 


Clerical 


Divisional  Health  Office, 


High  Street, 

Kingswood, 

Bristol. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Report  on 
the  health  of  the  four  Districts  for  which  1  am  responsible  as 
Medical  Officer  of  Health.  This  report  is  for  the  year  1954  and,  as 
for  the  first  time  last  year,  1  have  again  produced  a  combined 
report  for  the  four  Areas — the  figures  for  each  of  the  four  Districts 
are  separately  available,  but  much  of  the  information  in  the  report 
is  common  to  all.  In  my  opinion,  it  is  extremely  useful  for  the 
figures  and  statistics  in  the  four  Districts  to  be  easily  available  for 
comparision. 


It  would  appear  that  the  sickness  claims  received  by 
the  Ministry  of  National  Insurance  during  1954  were  slightly 
reduced  in  number  and  there  were  no  serious  epidemics  affecting 
the  population  as  a  whole.  During  the  year,  however,  there  were 
localized  outbreaks  of  poliomyelities,  some  dysentery  and 
so-called  “virus  sickness”.  This  latter  condition  is  an  attack 
of  sudden  sickness  and  diarrhoea  lasting  a  couple  of  days 
from  which  the  patient  quickly  recovers.  It  was  first  noted  at  the 
Hanham  Road  Senior  Girls’  School  in  January,  but  later  in  the 
year  was  found  in  Kingswood  and  Hanham  generally  and 
reappeared  occasionally  in  other  schools. 

During  January  some  13  patients  were  notified  as 
suffering  from  poliomyelitis  in  the  Staple  Hill  District  in  close 
proximity  to  the  Staple  Hill  Junior  and  Infants  Schools.  There 
were  several  unusual  features  about  this  fortunately  brief  epidemic 
which  are  tabulated  as  follows : 

(a)  The  outbreak  was  exceptional  so  far  as  regards  the  time  of 
year. 

(b)  80%  of  the  cases  were  connected  with  the  two  schools  built 
close  together,  but  were  not  in  the  same  classes. 

(c)  Three  of  the  cases  were  seriously  ill,  two  needing  an  “iron 
lung”  and  most  of  the  others  had  more  or  less  extensive 
paralysis. 

(d)  No  other  particular  illness  was  observed  in  the  District. 

(e)  No  instance  occurred  of  two  in  one  house  but  there  were  two 
groups  where  patients  lived  next  door  but  one. 
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The  sudden  ending  of  the  outbreak  was  very  gratify¬ 
ing  but  it  is  doubtful  whether  this  can  be  recorded  as  due  to  the 
preventive  measures  taken,  or  to  the  sudden  onset  and  continuance 
of  severe  and  extremely  cold  weather.  Members  of  the  staff  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health  were  consulted  and  visited  the  area  during  the 
epidemic. 


During  May  there  was  a  sudden  sharp  outbreak  of 
some  dysentery  in  Downend  and  most  of  the  cases  notified  had 
some  association  with  the  Downend  County  Primary  School  where 
full  precautions  were  taken,  but  it  is  likely  that  there  were  other 
cases  elsewhere  which  were  not  ascertained. 


Strenuous  efforts  have  been  continued  with  the  Health 
Education  Aspects  of  Preventive  Medicine — in  particular  the 
Parent /Teacher  organisations  have  been  found  to  be  very 
interested. 


On  general  public  health  preventive  measures,  there 
is  still  a  small  number  of  areas  where  a  satisfactory  water  supply 
is  not  yet  provided.  This  particularly  applies  in  Upton  Cheyney.  I 
am  glad  to  note,  however,  that  in  all  Districts  the  various  Councils 
are  energetically  pursuing  plans  for  the  provision  of  adequate 
water  supplies. 

The  water  supply  in  this  Area  is  notoriously  hard — 
see  chemical  analysis — and  all  the  Councils  are  in  favour  of  the 
supply  being  softened.  The  West  Gloucestershire  Water  Company, 
however,  chiefly  on  account  of  the  expense,  has  not  yet  found  it 
possible  to  put  such  a  scheme  into  effect,  but  it  is  hoped  the  project 
will  not  be  forgotten. 


In  1954  new  meat  regulations  came  into  force  allow¬ 
ing  the  slaughter  of  animals  for  human  consumption  in  private 
slaughterhouses.  These  of  course  followed  the  de-rationing  of  meat 
and  have  meant  very  much  additional  work  in  the  Health  Depart¬ 
ments.  The  Sanitary  Inspectors  in  all  four  Districts  have  been  busy 
implementing  the  policy  of  inspecting  all  meat  before  it  is  sold  to 
the  general  public. 


The  Divisional  Health  Office  is  becoming  more  the 
centre  for  enquiries  on  all  sorts  of  public  health  matters,  and  this 
is  found  in  practice  to  be  more  satisfactory  from  the  point  of  view 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  four  Districts  with  possibly 
five  offices,  but  the  adequacy  of  staff  for  clerical  work  remains 
unsatisfactory. 
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Housing  difficulties  are  not  now  so  acute,  varied  or 
numerous  as  just  after  the  war,  but,  while  slowly  resolving,  the 
problem  of  insufficient  accommodation  particularly  for  the  ‘'newly 
weds”  still  exists. 


It  is  in  my  opinion,  unfortunate,  that  a  certain 
proportion  of  families  for  reasons  best  known  to  themselves  are 
prepared  to  live  in  caravans  on  many  scattered  sites  throughout 
the  area.  I  can  only  repeat  the  statement  made  last  year  that  this 
is  a  type  of  sub-standard  housing  and  that  the  inadequate  living 
space  creates  insoluble  problems  in  the  bringing  up  of  a  family. 
Many  of  these  people  on  application  for  a  Council  house  find  they 
cannot  obtain  the  priority  which  they  deserve  on  health  grounds, 
but  must  take  their  places  in  the  queue  and  await  their  turn  in  due 
course. 


On  the  subject  of  Smoke  Abatement,  the  Beaver 
report  received  considerable  publicity  during  the  year.  Some 
consideration  has  been  given  by  the  District  Councils  to  the  fitting 
of  smokeless  fuel  stoves,  but  it  is  felt  that  this  policy  must  be  kept 
in  alignment  with  the  supplies  of  the  appropriate  fuel.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  is  again  pointed  out  that  the  domestic  chimney  is  a  very 
big  offender  and  it  is  hoped  the  remedy  of  fitting  effective  fuel 
burning  apparatus  will  be  pursued,  keeping  in  mind  that  there  is 
a  weight  of  15  tons  per  square  mile  per  month  of  average 
deposition  from  the  atmosphere  (180  tons  each  year). 

I  am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  MENZIES  CORMACK 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Sodbury  Rural  District  Council, 
the  Warmley  Rural  District  Council, 
the  Kingswood  Urban  District  Council, 
and  the  Mangotsfield  Urban  District  Council. 
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SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  AND  GENERAL  STATISTICS 
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Rates  per  1000  Home  Population 

Live  Births  17-2  12.2  14.4  15.8  15.2 

Deaths  10.2  8.8  10.2  9.4  11.3 

Population  -  Mid.  1954  39,320  10,900  18,890  18,700  44,274,000 


TABLE  SHOWING  INCIDENCE  OF 
NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Sodbury 

Rural 

District 

Wartnky 

Rural 

District 

Kingswood 

Urban 

District 

Mangotsfield 

Urban 

District 

Totals 

TYPHOID  FEVER 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

PARATYPHOID 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

MENINGOCOCCAL 

INFECTION 

— > 

— 

_ — 

— 

— - 

SCARLET  FEVER 

26 

13 

34 

11 

84 

WHOOPING  COUGH 

94 

24 

13 

19 

150 

DIPHTHERIA 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

ERYSIPELAS 

24 

2 

1 

2 

29 

SMALLPOX 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

MEASLES 

232 

1 

7 

— 

240 

PNEUMONIA 

28 

3 

7 

4 

42 

ACUTE  POLIOMYELITIS 
( including  Polioencephalitis) 
Paralytic 

2 

11 

13 

Non- Paralytic 

— - 

— 

2 

2 

4 

FOOD  POISONING 

11 

— 

— 

— 

11 

PUERPERAL  PYREXIA 

2 

1 

— 

— 

3 

DYSENTERY 

43 

4 

4 

4 

55 

OPHTHALMIA 

NEONATORUM 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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TABLE  SHOWING  PRINCIPAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  1954 
Cause  of  Death  Total 


1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

lH  . 

2Q 

c n 

9 

I  Warmley 

R.  D. 

~o 

a 

So 

(A  . 

3 

1 

u 

13 

. 

fQ 

bij» — \ 

cs 

s 

3 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3.’ 

Syphilitic  disease 

- — 

1 

— 

4. 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

- — - 

— 

— 

6. 

Meningo-coccal  infection 

— 

-  - 

— 

— 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9. 

Other  infective  and 
parasitic  diseases 

_ 

2 

3 

_ 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

7 

4 

4 

6 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm, 
lung,  bronchus 

6 

1 

5 

9 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

8 

— 

4 

2 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

1 

— 

— 

2 

14. 

Other  malignant  and 
lymphatic  neoplasms 

25 

10 

23 

14 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

o 

J 

— 

— 

• — 

16. 

Diabetes 

3 

— 

3 

3 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of 
nervous  system 

56 

18 

14 

26 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

44 

7 

24 

29 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

16 

2 

7 

8 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

58 

12 

29 

27 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

11 

8 

7 

8 

22. 

Influenza 

7 

3 

1 

— 

23. 

Pneumonia 

18 

6 

7 

3 

24. 

Bronchitis 

10 

8 

11 

9 

25. 

Other  diseases  of 
respiratory  system 

8 

2 

4 

3 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  &  duodenum 

4 

— 

2 

2 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  &  diarrhoea 

6 

1 

1 

2 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

6 

1 

4 

2 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  postate 

? 

Xm* 

2 

4 

\ 

30. 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

i  3 

1 

— 

— 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

2 

— 

2 

3 

32. 

Other  defined  and 
ill-defined  diseases 

33 

2 

18 

12 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

6 

2 

1 

4 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

7 

6 

4 

1 

35. 

Suicide 

— 

1 

2 

2 

36. 

Homicide  &  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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ANNUAL  RETURN  OF 
FOOD  POISONING  NOTIFICATIONS 
( Corrected )  1954 


LOCAL  authority 

Sodbury 

R.  D. 

Warmley 

R.  D. 

Kingswood 

U.  D. 

MangotsfieJd 

U.  D. 

1st  Quarter 

8 

— 

— 

— 

2nd  Quarter 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3rd  Quarter 

3 

— 

— 

• — 

4th  Quarter 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

TOTAL  IN  YEAR 

11 

— 

— 

— 

Outbreaks  due  to 
Identified  Agents 

Total  Outbreaks  — 

Total  Cases  — 

(a)  Chemical  Poisons 

(b)  Salmonella  Organisms  — 

(c)  Staphlococci  — 

(including  toxin) 

(d)  Cl.  botulinum  — 

(e)  Other  bacteria  — 


Outbreaks  of 
Undiscovered  Cause 


Total  Outbreaks 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Total  Cases 

7 

— 

— 

— 

Single  Cases 

Agent  Identified 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unknown  Cause 

4 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

4 

— 

— 

• — 
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INCIDENCE  OF  TUBERCULOSIS 
NEW  NOTIFICATIONS  IN  YEAR  1954 
(excluding  transfers ) 

Respiratory 


AGE  GROUPS 

Sodbury 

R.D. 

Warmley 

R.D. 

Kingswood 

U.D. 

Mangotsfield 

U.D. 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Under  1  year 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1  -  5  years 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

5-15  years 

3 

4 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

15-25  years 

1 

8 

— 

1 

3 

1 

1 

4 

25  -  35  years 

3 

1 

— — 

2 

5 

1 

4 

4 

35  -  45  years 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

45-55  years 

4 

2 

- — 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

55  -  65  years 

3 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

— 

65  years  and  over 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

TOTALS 

16 

18 

1 

3 

11 

7 

9 

10 

Non-Respiratory 


AGE  GROUPS 

Sodbury 

R.D. 

Warmlev 
R.D.  ' 

Kingswood 

U.D. 

Mangotsfield 

U.D. 

M  F 

M  F 

M 

F 

M  F 

Under  1  year 

1  -  5  years 

5-15  years 

—  1 

—  2 

1 

15-25  years 

1 

—  — 

— 

— 

—  — 

25  -  35  years 

1 

—  - — 

— 

1 

—  — 

35  -  45  years 

—  — 

—  - — - 

— 

— 

1 

45  -  55  years 

1  — 

1 

— 

— 

—  — 

55  -  65  years 

65  years  and  over 

TOTALS 

2  2 

—  3 

— 

2 

—  1 

MASS  RADIOGRAPHY  SERVICE 

During  the  year,  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit  was 
stationed  for  a  week  at  Soundwell  Clinic.  Several  sessions  were 
privately  arranged  with  local  factories,  but  I  was  very  glad  to  note 
that  the  response  by  the  general  public  was  very  much  better  than 
on  any  previous  occasion. 

It  may  be  that  efforts  with  Health  Weeks  and  other 
health  educational  endeavours  are  now  showing  good  effect.  On 
this  occasion  the  local  Branch  of  the  Red  Cross  Cadets  were  very 
helpful  in  distributing  leaflets  from  door  to  door  giving  the  times 
when  the  Unit  was  open,  and  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  this  help 
contributed  in  a  large  measure  to  the  large  attendance. 


VACCINATION  and  DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION  RETURNS  Year  1954 

(as  received  from  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health) 
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SODBURY  R.D.C. 


The  following  table  is  submitted  by  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry 
of  Labour  as  required  by  Section  128(3)  of  the  Factories  Act  1937  Part  1 
&  VIII. 

(1)  Inspections  for  the  purpose  of  provision  as  to  health  (including  in¬ 
spections  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector). 

Premises  No.  of  No.  of 

Premises  Inspections  Notices  Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4  &  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 
7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

(excluding  outworkers 
premises) 

TOTAL  135  92  2 


35  30  1 

100  62  1 


(2)  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


Particulars  Number 

of  cases  in 

which  defects 

were  found 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

ToH.M.  By  H.M. 
Inspector  Inspector 

Wrant  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

- — - 

— 

Unreasonable 

temperature  (S.3) 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— - 

— 

— 

- — 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

«  •  • 

floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitarv  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective 

1 

1 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 

Act  (not  including  offences 

relating  to  Outwork) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

2 

2 

— 

— 

OUTWORK.  (Sections  110  and  111) 


Nature  of  Work 
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Wearing  apparel.  Making,  etc. 

22 

— 

— 

— 

-  - 

TOTAL 

22 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 
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WARMLEY  R.D.C. 


The  following  table  is  submitted  by  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry 
of  Labour  as  required  by  Section  128(3)  of  the  Factories  Act  1937  Part  1 
&  VIII. 

(1)  Inspections  for  the  purpose  of  provision  as  to  health  (including  in- 
spections  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector). 

Premises  No.  of  No.  of 

Premises  Inspections  Notices  Prosecuted 

(1)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4  &  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 
7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

(excluding  outworkers 
premises) _ 

TOTAL  53  8  —  — 

(2)  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND _ 

Particulars  Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Referred 

Found  Remedied  To  H.M.  By  H.M. 
_ Inspector  Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  — 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  — 

Unreasonable 

temperature  (S.3)  — 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  — 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6)  — 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient  — 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective  3 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  — 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offences 
relating  to  Outwork) _ — 

TOTAL  3  —  —  1 


49  8 

4  _ 


OUTWORK.  (Sections  110  and  111) 


Nature  of  Work 
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Wearing  apperal.  Making 
etc.  (Corsets) 

4 

. 

. 

_  ,  _ _ _ 

TOTAL 

4 

— 

— 

—  —  — 
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KINGSWOOD  U.D.C. 


The  following  table  is  submitted  by  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry 
of  Labour  as  required  by  Section  128(3)  of  the  Factories  Act  1937  Part  1 
&  VIII. 

(1)  Inspections  for  the  purpose  of  provision  as  to  health  (including  in¬ 
spections  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector). 


Premises  No.  of  No.  of 

Premises  Inspections  Notices  Prosecuted 


(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4  &  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 
7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

(excluding  outworkers 
premises) 

TOTAL 


15  10  2 


81  65  24 


96  75  36 


(2)  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


Particulars  Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Referred 

Found 

Remedied  To  H.M. 

By  H.M. 

Inspector 

Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

16 

14 

_ 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 
temperature  (S.3) 

_ 

_ 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

... 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective 

10 

8 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offences 
relating  to  Outwork) 

— 

— 

- 

_____ 

TOTAL 

26 

22 

— 

— 
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MANGOTSFIELD  U.D.C. 


The  following  table  is  submitted  by  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry 
of  Labour  as  required  by  Section  128(3)  of  the  Factories  Act  1937  Part  1 
&  VIII. 

(1)  Inspections  for  the  purpose  of  provision  as  to  health  (including  in¬ 
spections  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector). 


Premises 

No.  of 
Premises 

No.  of 

Inspections  Notices  Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 

Sections  1,  2,  3,  4  &  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

11 

16 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 
7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

39 

48 

12  — 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in 

which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

(excluding  outworkers 
premises) 

TOTAL 

50 

64 

12  — 

(2)  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


Particulars  Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Referred 

Found  Remedied  To  H.M.  By  H.M. 

Inspector  Inspector 


Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  2 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  — 

Unreasonable 

temperature  (S.3)  — 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  — 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6)  — 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient  3 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective  7 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  — 

Other  offences  against  the 

Act  (not  including  offences 
relating  to  Outwork)  — 

TOTAL  12 


2 


3 

7 


12 
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WEST  GLOUCESTERSHIRE  WATER  COMPANY 


The  total  number  of  supplies  connected  to  the 
Company’s  main  in  each  parish  at  31st  December  1954  was  as 
under :  - 


Kings  wood  U.D. 

Metered 

174 

Unmetered 

5,975 

Total 

6,149 

Mangotsfield  U.D. 

102 

6,122 

6,224 

Sodbury  R.D. 

Acton  Turville 

12 

86 

98 

Alderley 

2 

— 

2 

Chipping  Sodbury 

25 

411 

436 

Dodington 

46 

57 

103 

Doynton 

21 

75 

96 

Dyrham  &  Hinton 

9 

6 

15 

Filton 

69 

3,595 

3,664 

Frampton  Cotterell 

40 

776 

816 

Great  Badminton 

21 

101 

122 

Hawkesbury 

36 

43 

79 

Horton 

13 

17 

30 

Iron  Acton 

34 

230 

264 

Little  Sodbury 

13 

11 

24 

Marshfield 

28 

288 

316 

Old  Sodbury 

78 

349 

427 

Pucklechurch 

43 

298 

341 

Stoke  Gifford 

52 

664 

716 

Tormarton 

34 

64 

98 

Westerleigh 

69 

463 

532 

Wick  &  Abson 

36 

258 

294 

Wick  war 

37 

221 

258 

Winterbourne 

91 

1,140 

1,231 

Yate 

72 

734 

806 

West  Littleton 

1 

5 

6 

Warmley  R.D. 

Bitton 

75 

860 

935 

Hanham  Abbots 

39 

496 

535 

Mangotsfield  Rural 

32 

372 

404 

Oldland 

37 

809 

846 

Siston 

69 

500 

569 

1,410 

25,026 

26.436 

The  metered  supplies  include  farms,  hotels  and  other 
business  premises,  also  factories,  cattle  troughs,  etc. 

Signed  R.  E.  Price 
Distribution  Superintendent. 


RAINFALL. 


The  rainfall  in  1954,  at  the  West  Gloucestershire 
Water  Company’s  Office  at  Soundwell,  Kingswood  in  the  County 
of  Gloucestershire,  was  recorded  as  follows :  - 


January 

2.02 

May 

1.98 

September 

4.92 

February 

3.31 

June 

4.91 

October 

3.61 

March 

3.74 

July 

3.38 

November 

6.76 

April 

0.67 

August 

3.42 

December 

2.36 

Total  for  1954 

41.08 

// 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 

The  West  Gloucestershire  Water  Company,  the 
Statutory  Water  Suppliers,  supply  most  of  the  area  with  water. 
The  bacteriological  quality  is  good  but  it  is  nevertheless  subject 
to  chlorination.  A  recent  independent  sample  gives  the  following 
results :  - 


Independent  Water  Sample. 


Report  on  a  sample  of  water  received  from  the 
Sodbury  R.D.C.  on  the  30th  March,  1955  taken  by  Mr.  George 
Fry. 


Source  tap  “The  Firs”,  Hambrook,  (West  Gloucester  Mains 
supply). 

Physical  Character:  Clear,  bright,  no  odour. 

No  charring  or  odour  on  ignition. 

This  sample  contains  (parts  per  million)  REMARKS 

Total  solids  376 

Loss  on  ignition  20 

Mineral  matter  356 


Alkilinity  (CaC03) 

Total  Hardness  242 

(a)  Permanent  48 

(b)  Temporary  194 

Chlorine  (as  Chloride)  43 

Nitrogen  as  saline  and  free  Ammonia  Nil 

Nitrogen  as  Albuminoid  0.01 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  0.58 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrites  0.01 

Oxygen  absorb,  from  Permang. 

(4  hrs.  at  80°F.) 

Poisonous  Metals  Nil 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide 


Satisfactory 


Silica  (SL02) 

Residual  Chlorine  0.025 

Sediment 


—[17] 


Signed  E.  C.  Whittle 
Public  Analyst. 


REMARKS 


Bacteriological  examination  P.H.M.  479. 
Number  of  colonies  per  ml.  of 
original  water 
Developing  at  37°  C. 

Developing  at  20  -  22 0  C. 

Probable  number  of  Coli  Aerogenes 
per  100  ml.  of  original  water 
Faecal  B  coli  type  1  absent. 


4 

1 

Satisfactory 

0 

Signed  E.  C.  Whittle 
Public  Analyst. 


SODBURY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 
HAWKESBURY  WATER  SUPPLY. 


The  Council's  pumping  station  at  Kilcot  has 
functioned  satisfactorily  during  the  year  and  several  new 
connections  have  been  made. 

The  avarage  daily  consumption  has  been  61,999 
gallons  giving  a  total  of  22,619,790  gallons  for  the  year.  This  is  an 
increase  of  3,617,250  gallons  on  last  year.  The  maximum  rest  level 
of  the  water  in  the  well  is  15  feet,  with  a  minimum  of  10  feet,  above 
the  well  floor  below  which  is  a  12"  diameter  bore  hole  of  24" 
depth. 


Water  is  chlorinated  at  the  pumping  station,  the 
residual  chlorine  being  0.1  parts  per  million  in  the  output  water  at 
the  pump  house. 

The  number  of  premises  supplied  in  Hawkesbury 
Upton,  Hillesley,  Tresham  and  the  Commons  is  as  follows :  - 


Domestic  connections  31/12/54. 

153 

Metered  connections  to  farms. 

50 

Standpipes 

21 

Periodical  sampling  is  undertaken  for  bacteriological 
examination,  sampling  both  direct  from  well  and  standpipes  and 
the  result  of  a  typical  examination  is  shown  herewith. 
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Sample  taken  from  the  well  at  Kilcot  Pumping 
Station,  Hawkesbury  Upton  on  17.5.55. 

Physical  characteristics :  Clear,  bright,  colourless,  no  odour 
Reaction  pH7.2 

No  charring  or  odour  on  igniting  solids. 


The  sample  contains  (parts  per  million) 

Total  Solids  301 

Loss  on  ignition  31 

Mineral  matter  270 

Alkalinity  (as  CaC03) 

Total  hardness  270 

(a)  Permanent  66 

(b)  Temporary  204 

Chlorine  (as  Chloride)  13 

Nitrogen  as  saline  and  free  Ammonia  Nil 
Nitrogen  as  Albuminoid  Ammonia  0.01 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  0.23 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrites  Nil 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  Permanganate 

(4  hours  at  80 °F.) 

Poisonous  metals  nil 

Silica  (Si02) 

Residual  Chlorine  nil 


REMARKS 


Satisfactory 


Signed  E.  C.  Whittle, 
Public  Analyst . 


Bacteriological  Examination. 

Number  of  colonies  per  ml.  of 
original  water 
Developing  at  37  C. 

Developing  at  20  -  22  °  C. 

Probable  number  of  Coii  Aerogenes 
Organisms  per  100  ml.  of  original 
water 

Faecal  B  coli  type  1  absent. 

Following  a  recommendation  by  the  Minister  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government  relative  to  transfer  of  small  water 
undertakings  to  larger  authorities,  negotiations  are  now  in  progress 
for  the  transfer  of  the  Hawkesbury  Water  Scheme  to  the  West 
Gloucestershire  Water  Company. 


REMARKS 

1 

19  Satisfactory 

0 


Cold  Ashton. 

The  Council  have  favourably  considered  supplying 
this  parish  with  a  piped  water  supply  and  the  question  of  an 
application  for  a  Variation  Order  under  Section  10  of  the  Water 
Act,  1945  by  the  West  Gloucestershire  Water  Company  to  extend 
mains  in  order  to  serve  Cold  Ashton  is  the  subject  of  negotiations 
between  the  Company  and  the  Council. 
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Horton  ( extension ). 

A  further  extension  to  this  main  in  order  to  supply 
a  further  20  houses  and  farms,  in  this  area  was  made  in  1954  at  a 
cost  of  £6,740. 

Yate  Rocks. 

Extension  to  the  mains  in  order  to  supply  13  houses 
in  this  hamlet  have  been  the  subject  of  negotiations  between  the 
West  Gloucestershire  Water  Company  and  the  Council.  The 
estimated  cost  is  £3355. 


WARMLEY  R.D.C. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  LABORATORY  SERVICE. 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  LABORATORY 


WATER. 


Manor  Hospital, 

Combe  Park, 
Bath. 


Bacteriological  Examination  Report. 


Authority  or  Sender  Mr.  L.  J.  Prosser,  Warmley  R.D.C. 

Lab.  Ref.  No.  14299  Sender’s  Ref.  No.  12 

Nature  of  Sample. 

Fountain,  Upton  Cheyney. 

Date  and  hour  of  collection.  9/2/54  at  12  noon. 

Date  and  hour  of  arrival.  9/2/54. 


REPORT. 

Date  of  Report  12/2/54 

Plate.  Count  Yeastrel  agar  2  days  37°C.  aerobically . per  ml. 

Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli 

MacConkey  2  days,  37°C....35...per  100  ml. 

Probable  number  of  faecal  coli...35. ..per  100  ml. 

Other  Examinations. 


During  the  year  26  samples  were  taken  and 
submitted  for  analyses.  These  were  obtained  from  10  different 
sources,  23  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory.  With  the  exception  of 
one  sample,  all  were  taken  from  the  Upton  Cheyney  and  Beach 
Area,  and  to  date  only  one  case  has  been  fitted  with  a  Chlorinator 
to  improve  the  supply. 

Statutory  Notices  Served  — 

Statutory  Notices  Complied  with  — 

Preliminary  Notices  Served  1 

Preliminary  Notices  Complied  with  1 
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WATER  SAMPLES. 


Swjneford  Supply. 

Although  the  West  Gloucestershire  Water  Com¬ 
pany’s  Supply  has  been  extended  to  this  village,  no  property  has 
yet  oeen  connected  to  the  new  supply,  but  the  Council  have  given 
notice  to  the  occupiers  and  owners  that  the  old  supply  will  be 
discontinued  after  October,  1955  or  before  this  date  in  the  event 
of  a  draught  or  breakdown  in  the  old  supply  main. 

Upton  Cheyney  and  Beach. 

Reports  on  these  supplies  show  no  improvement,  the 
water  being  entirely  unsatisfactory,  and  to  date  the  Council  have 
failed  to  provide  a  mains  supply  to  these  villages,  although  it  is 
now  possible  to  do  so,  from  the  High  Pressure  Main  at  Wick, 
within  the  Sodbury  R.D.C.  Area. 

SODBURY  R.D.C 

SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE. 

Sewers — Public  Health  Act,  1936.  Section  32. 

Under  the  above  act  and  section  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
local  authority  to  keep  deposited  at  their  offices  a  map  showing  and 
distinguishing  all  drains  and  sewers  within  their  district  which  are 
public  sewers.  Where  sewers  are  reserved  for  surface  water  only, 
they  must  be  shown.  Such  plans  and  maps  for  the  sewered  portion 
of  the  district  were  fairly  comprehensive  with  the  exception  of 
Filton,  where,  owing  to  the  rapid  development  which  took  place 
during  the  interval  between  the  two  world  wars,  the  sewer  maps 
were  outdated  and  in  need  of  revising.  Instructions  were  given  to 
the  Council’s  Consulting  Engineers  to  carry  out  this  work  as  soon 
as  possible. 

The  Engineers  have  now  submitted  the  greater 
portion  of  the  results  of  the  survey,  the  maps  and  information  so 
far  relates  to  600  manholes  and  the  dimensions  from  fixed  points. 
The  remaining  small  drainage  area  has  been  plotted  and  is  now 
in  the  process  of  being  checked. 

Winterbourne  and  Frampton  Cotterell  Sewerage  Scheme. 

This  larger  scheme  is  now  almost  complete,  little 
remaining  but  checking  and  testing  of  various  lengths  of  sewers, 
clearing  up  and  reinstatement  where  necessary. 

The  major  part  of  the  system  is  still  under  the 
maintenance  period. 

The  total  number  of  premises  now  connected  to  the 

sewer  is  790. 

The  total  expenditure  on  this  scheme  up  to  31st 
December,  1954,  was  £740,000  and  the  grant  aid  received  was 
£202,500. 
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PUCKLECHURCH,  WlCK  AND  DOYNTON  SCHEME. 

PUCKLECHURCH  SECTION. 

Following  the  public  enquiry  on  the  above  schemes 
the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  suggested  certain 
modifications  to  the  proposed  schemes  for  sewering  the  villages  of 
Pucklechucch,  Wick  and  Doynfon.  These  modifications  were :  - 

(a)  A  separate  sewer  and  disposal  works  to  serve  the  50  houses 
at  Parkfield.  The  estimated  cost  of  this  is  £5,400. 

(b)  The  amended  part  of  the  sewerage  system  to  take  the  main 
part  of  the  village,  the  provision  of  a  pumping  station  on  the 
Westerleigh  Road  together  with  a  rising  main  to  the  sewer  at 
the  Westerleigh  end  of  Star  Road.  The  existing  sewer  there 
could  be  utilized  and  the  total  number  of  houses  served  by 
this  would  be  180  (existing)  and  70  (future).  The  R.A.F. 
station  to  the  north  of  the  village  to  be  also  included. 

The  disposal  works  would  be  sited  on  the  Feltham  Brook,  a 
point  between  Churchmead  and  Marsh  Farm.  The  estimated 
cost  is  £30,400. 

(c)  To  serve  the  Shortwood  area  an  independant  sewer  is  to  be 
constructed  to  serve  the  70  houses  there.  This  would  drain 
into  the  existing  Warmley  sewer.  The  estimated  cost  is  £9,500 
which  includes  £1,000  for  excavations  in  rock. 

(d)  Doynton  section.  Having  regard  to  the  general  conditions  in 
this  area  the  Minister  was  of  the  opinion  that  this  section 
should  be  deferred  indefinitely. 

Wick  section. 

This  modified  scheme  will  deal  with  the  Council’s 
housing  estate  and  a  group  of  24  houses  on  each  side  of  the 
Church.  This  makes  the  total  number  of  houses  to  be  served  to  be 
200. 


An  extension  to  this  scheme  is  now  the  subject  of  a 
report  and  this  will  be  designed  to  serve  the  whole  of  the  village 
and  so  make  a  total  of  416  houses.  The  disposal  works  are  situated 
in  the  valley  approximately  i  mile  to  the  south  of  the  main  road. 
Tenders  for  the  first  portion  amounting  to  £15,176/17/11  have 
been  accepted  and  the  work  is  to  be  commenced  in  January,  1955. 


Hawkesbury,  Old  Sodbury  and  Tormarton. 

Following  requests  from  the  Councils  of  these  three 
parishes  the  Sodbury  Council  have  instructed  its  Engineer  and 
Surveyor  to  investigate  the  possibilities  of  securing  main  drainage 
for  these  and  other  parishes  at  present  without  such  facilities. 
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SEWAGE  WORKS. 


Wick  war. 

As  a  result  of  the  experience  gained  in  the 
acceptance  and  treatment  of  cider  waste  during  1953,  it  was 
decided  to  carry  out  further  minor  extensions  and  modifications 
which  would  enable  the  plant  to  deal  more  successfully  with  the 
trade  waste.  As  a  result  of  these  alterations  and  treatment  the  final 
effluent  proved  to  be  satisfactory,  this  was  evidenced  by  the  results 
of  some  51  samples  submitted  for  analysis. 

Nibley  and  Marshfield  Sewage  Works. 

Both  these  sewage  works  have  functioned  satisfact¬ 
orily  throughout  the  year,  although  some  difficulty  was  experienced 
in  drying  the  sludge.  This  was  mainly  due  to  the  very  wet  weather 
experienced  in  1954.  Some  extension  to  the  sludge  beds  at  both 
works  is  however  necessary,  by  reason  of  additional  houses 
connecting. 


WARMLEY  R.D.C. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

During  the  year  completion  was  made  of  the  No.  2 
Scheme  covering  the  Willsbridge,  Longwell  Green,  Stonehill,  Park- 
wall  Areas  and  the  Village  of  Bitton,  at  an  approximate  cost  of 
£1 10,000/ O/Od. 

In  addition  to  this  sewers  have  been  completed  on 
the  Council’s  Parkwall  Estate  to  take  the  proposed  Bristol  Over¬ 
spill  Housing  Scheme. 


Details  of  Connection  of  existing  Houses  only, 

MADE  TO  THE  PUBLIC  SEWER  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Cesspools  or 
Septic  tanks 

Earth  or  pail 
closets  converted 
and  connected  to  sewer 

Houses 

affected 

Bitton 

33 

4 

37 

Hanham  Abbots.  15 

— - 

15 

Oldland 

19 

3 

22 

Siston 

— 

— 

— 

Mangotsfield 

67 

7 

74 

MANGOTSFIELD  U.D.C. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Work  was  commenced  on  the  construction  of  a  new 
storm  and  foul  water  sewer  to  serve  new  houses  erected  on  the 
Cleeve  Hill  Farm  Estate.  Downend. 
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KINGS  WOOD  U.D.C. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

There  were  no  major  extensions  of  the  public  sewer¬ 
age  system  but  a  considerable  amount  of  main  sewerage  work  was 
done  in  laying  out  housing  estates  on  Council  and  private  building 
sites.  In  this  connection  144  smoke  tests  were  applied  to  new 
drainage  work. 


SODBURY  R.D. 

MEAT  INSPECTION. 

Following  decontrol  and  decentralisation  of  slaught¬ 
ering  on  July  1st,  1954,  some  14  applications  were  received  for 
renewal  of  slaughterhouse  licences.  A  detailed  inspection  of  the 
premises  concerned  was  made  and  a  report  submitted  to  the 
Council.  Of  the  14  applications  one  was  refused  as  his  premises 
were  found  to  be  totally  unsuitable,  four  were  withdrawn  by  the 
applicants,  and  nine  were  granted  after  the  completion  of  certain 
specified  works  and  improvements  necessary  in  order  to  achieve  a 
desirable  standard  of  hygiene. 

The  nine  licences  granted  remain  in  force  until  30th 

June,  1956. 


The  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regula¬ 
tions  1924  ([8]  1)  is  strictly  adhered  to  and  the  carcases  of  all 
animals  killed  are  inspected  prior  to  being  released.  All  condemned 
meat  and  edible  offal  is  coloured  green  before  disposal  to  licenced 
dealers. 


In  order  to  achieve  100%  meat  inspection,  it  has 
been  necessary  for  the  inspectorate  to  do  a  considerable  amount  of 
overtime  during  the  evenings  and  at  week-ends. 

Where  the  diagnosis  of  a  disease  affecting  a  carcase 
has  been  difficult  or  obscure,  specimens  have  been  taken  to  the 
Department  of  Preventive  Medicine,  Canynge  Hall,  Bristol,  and 
the  staff  there  have  rendered  valuable  assistance. 


Carcases  Inspected. 


Beasts. 

Calves. 

Sheep. 

Pigs. 

Total 

Number  killed 

669 

354 

2,285 

1.265 

4,573 

Number  inspected 

669 

354 

2,285 

1,265 

4,573 

Meat  Condemned  Weight 

With  Tuberculosis  1596  lbs. 

With  other  diseases  24924  lbs. 
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Carcases  Condemned. 


All  diseases  except  Tubercolosis. 

Beasts.  Calves. 

(a)  Whole  carcases  condemned  1  — 

(b)  Carcases  of  which  some 

part  was  condemned.  54  1 


Tuberculosis  only. 

(a)  Whole  carcases  condemned.  1  1 

(b)  Carcases  of  which  some 

part  was  condemned  43  — 


Prepared  meats  20  lbs. 


Sheep.  Pigs. 
3  2 

134  22 


6 


Other  Foods  Condemned. 


Tinned  meats  111  lbs. 

Tinned  milk  3  tins 

Tinned  vegetables  53  tins 

Tinned  tomatoes  39  tins 


Cheese 
Dried  fruits 
Tinned  fruits 
Tinned  fish 


24  lbs. 
7,130  lbs. 
13  tins 
7  tins 


/,  Number  of  Food  Premises. 

15  Restaurant  Kitchens 

19  Bakehouses 

10  Fried  Fish  Shops 

20  Butchers  Shops 
10  Wet  Fish  Shops 
118  Grocers  Shops 

2.  Food  &  Drugs  Act,  Registrations. 

(a)  92  Premises  for  the  sale  of  Ice  Cream 
19  Butchers  Premises 

(b)  Milk  Dairies,  Registrations. 

4  Dairies  Registered 


3.  Number  of  Inspections. 

General  399 

Slaughterhouses  683 

MILK  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations  1949. 
Six  samples  were  taken  of  Tuberculin  tested  Milk  and  the  samples 
satisfied  official  tests. 

Four  bottle  washings  were  taken  for  sampling  and  they  also  satis¬ 
fied  official  requirements. 
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WARMLEY  R.D. 


Meat  Inspection. 

Carcases  Inspected. 

Beef. 

Sheep. 

Calves. 

Pigs. 

Total. 

Number  killed 

1419 

5045 

12980 

4053 

13497 

Number  Inspected 

1419 

5045 

12980 

4053 

13497 

Of  this  total  the  following  were  received  as  casualities :  - 

53  Sheep.  37  Calves.  114  Pigs. 

These  animals  were  killed  in  four  slaughterhouses 
in  the  district,  one  of  which  was  controlled  by  the  Ministry  of  Food 
until  July,  1954. 


Carcases  Condemned. 


Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Ail  diseases  Except  Tuberculosis. 

(a)  Whole  Carcases  Condemned 

42 

11 

29 

(b)  Part  of  Carcases  of  which  some 
part  of  the  organ  was  condemmed  6 

110 

241 

38 

(c)  Percentage  of  the  number  of  car¬ 
cases  inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  Tuberculosis  .42 

1.17 

4.99 

1.65 

Tuberculosis  only. 

(a)  Whole  Carcases  Condemned.  7 

17 

3 

(b)  Carcases  of  which  some  part  of 
organ  was  condemned  156 

2 

336 

(c)  Percentage  of  the  number  of  car¬ 
cases  inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis.  11.47 

.15 

8  36 

Condemned  Foods  Register. 

Meat  (Tuberculosis)  15,640  lbs. 

Meat  (other  Diseases)  8,393  lbs. 

2  tins  81bs. 

Box  Prunes  28  lbs. 

Total  Weight  24,069  lbs. 

MANGOTSFTELD  U.D. 

MEAT  INSPECTION 

With  the  removal  of  controls  of  meat,  two  slaughter¬ 
houses  were  opened  and  licenced  by  the  Council.  The  number  of 
animals  inspected  in  the  period  4th  July  to  31st  December  1954 
were  as  follows :  - 

Beasts  Calves  Sheep  Pigs 

558  1029  172  3504 
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KINGSWOOD  U.D. 
MEAT  INSPECTION 


Since  July  1954  meat  inspection  has  been  resumed 
following  the  re-opening  of  a  private  slaughterhouse.  The  following 
have  been  inspected :  - 

Beasts  Calves  Sheep  Pigs 

287  7  749  9 

In  addition  to  quantities  of  offal  rejected  as  unsound, 
the  carcases  and  organs  of  3  beasts  were  wholly  rejected  for 
generalised  Tuberculosis. 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection. 

The  practice  of  the  food  trade  to  set  aside  food  of 
doubtful  quality  and  to  await  the  opinion  of  the  Food  Inspectors 
has  continued.  In  no  instance  was  it  necessary  to  seize  any  unfit 
food,  this  being  dealt  with  by  issue  of  surrender  notes.  The  number 


of  food  premises  in  the  area  is 

as  follows :  - 

No. 

Inspections 

Groceries  and  Provisions 

61 

30 

Fish  Frying 

6 

12 

Fruit  and  Greengrocery 

16 

6 

Wet  Fish  and  Poultry 

5 

20 

Butchers 

15 

18 

Cafes  and  Snack  Bars 

8 

24 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

16 

12 

Cooked  Meat  Shops 

3 

1 

Ice  Cream 

60 

42 

Bakehouses 

12 

24 

Sausage  Manufacture 

16 

30 

Pie  and  Meat  Manufacture 

2 

80 

Biscuit  Manufacture 

1 

1 

School  Canteens 

8 

16 

Food  Inspection  Visits 

— 

150 

Premises  Registered  under  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 


Fish  Frying 

6 

Sausage  Manufacture 

16 

Meat  Manufacture 

2 

Ice  Cream 

55 
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SODBURY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Summary  of  Sanitary  Inspector’s  visits  and 
Notices  served  during  the  year  1954 

Dwelling  Houses  with  regard  to  defects.  Housing  Act,  1936. 

Inspections  325 

Reinspections  81 

Dwelling  Houses  with  regard  to  defects.  P.H.  Act,  1936. 

Inspections  303 

Reinspections  143 

Visits  re.  Infectious  Disease  34 

Rooms  disinfected  15 

Inspection  of  Public  Conveniences  69 

Inspections  of  Sewers  and  Sewage  Works  153 

Inspections  re.  Food  and  Drugs  Act  170 

Visits  re.  Ice  Cream  Premises  12 

Inspections  re.  Butchers  Shops  50 

Inspections  re.  Slaughterhouses  683 

Visits  re.  Water  Supplies  269 

Visits  re.  Refuse  and  Salvage  115 

Visits  re.  Mortuary  15 

Cesspools  Inspected  24 

Drains  Inspected  36 

Visits  re.  Petroleum  Act  65 

Visits  re.  Factories  Act  23 

Visits  re.  Moveable  Dwellings  221 

Visits  re.  Wet  Fish  Shops  22 

Visits  re.  Restaurant  Kitchens  54 

Visits  re.  Milk  Distributors  32 

Inspections  re.  Rodent  Control  692 

Reinspections  re.  Rodent  Control  797 

Visits  re.  Shops  Act  30 

Bakehouses  Inspected  26 

Samples  of  Water  taken  11 

Samples  of  Milk  taken  10 

Samples  of  Sewage  taken  6 

Schools  Inspected  1 1 

Inspections  re.  Fire  Guards  Act  2 

Samples  of  Sewage  Effluents  taken  10 

Smoke  Observations  1 5 

Milk  Retailers  premises  inspected  3 


TOTAL  4527 
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WARMLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

•  Summary  of  Sanitary  Inspector's 

VISITS  AND  NOTICES  SERVED  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


General  Sanitation 

Water  Supply  56 

Drainage  518 

Stables  and  Piggeries  2 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  301 

Factories  4 

Workshops  4 

Refuse  Disposal  9 

Refuse  collection  2 

Rats  and  Mice  1136 

(including  visits  by  Rodent  Operator ) 
Atmospheric  Pollution  8 

Shops  1 8 

Schools  6 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  visits  53 

Council  and  Other  Meeting  44 

(including  Court  Visits) 

Petroleum  14 

Housing. 

Houses  inspected  and  visited  under  the  Public 

Health  Acts  46 

Houses  inspected  and  visited  under  the 

Housing  Acts  87 

Houses  inspected  for  Overcrowding  — 

Verminous  Premises  2 

Miscellaneous  Housing  Visits  17 

Infectious  Diseases 

Inquiries  in  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  13 

Visits  re.  Disinfection  23 

Miscellaneous  Infectious  Disease  Visits  34 

Meat  and  Food  Inspections. 

Slaughterhouses  606 

Shops  and  Stalls  1 

Other  Premises  5 

Butchers  8 

Dairies  1 

Milk  Sampling  15 

Miscellaneous  Food  visits  1 

TOTAL  ^3034 
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Sanitary  Inspection  of  Area* 

Nuisances  discovered  or  reported  59 

Informal  and  Preliminary  Notices  sent  14 

Statutory  Notices  sent  4 

Nuisances  abated  during  the  year*  59 

Summonses  issued  — 

MANGOTSFIELD  URBAN  DISTRICT 

Sanitary  Inspections  (from  12/7/54  to  31/12/54) 
Complaints  investigated  and  revisited  62 

Slaughterhouses  150 

Animals  Kept  6 

Food  Premises  30 

Dirty  Premises  8 

Pest  Control  332 

(including  visits  by  Rodent  Operator) 

Smoke  Nuisances  10 

Defective  Premises  29 

Moveable  Dwellings  7 
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KINGSWOOD  U.D. 
SANITARY  INSPECTIONS 
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SODBURY  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Housing  Act  1936,  Section  11 

Notices  of  “Time  and  Place”  were  served  in  respect 


of  9  houses  during  the  year  under  review. 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  on  6  houses  and  2 
undertakings  (Section  11/3)  were  accepted  by  the  Council. 
Thirteen  houses  were  demolished  during  the  year. 

Total  number  of  houses  inspected  under 

(P.H.A’s  or  H.A.’s)  628 

Number  found  to  require  repairs  138 

Informal  Notices  served  138 

Statutory  Notices  served  22 

Statutory  notices  not  complied  with  at  end  of  year  2 
Number  of  visits  made  for  reinspection  and 

supervision  of  repairs  224 


Houses  found  to  be  unfit  for  Human  habitation  9 

Puplic  Health  Act  1936 

22  Statutory  Notices  repairs  were  served  under 
Section  93  for  repairs  to  be  effected.  It  was  not  found  necessary  to 
institute  any  proceedings  for  non-compliance. 

WARMLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Housing. 


Houses  not  included  in  Clearance  Areas. 

Demolition  and  Closing  Orders.  No  of  Houses 

7.  (a)  Houses  demolished  as  a  result  of  formal  or 

informal  procedure  under  Section  11.  12 

(b)  Houses  closed  in  pursuance  of  an  under¬ 
taking  given  by  the  owners  under  Section 

11  and  still  in  force.  — 

(c)  Parts  of  Buildings  Closed  (Section  12).  — 

2.  Housing  Act,  1939. 

(a)  Closing  Orders  made  under  Section  3(1)  — 

(b)  Demolition  Orders  determined  and  Closing 

Orders  substituted  under  Section  3(2).  — 

3 .  Local  Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act,  1953. 

Closing  Order  made  under  Section  10(1).  1 
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Repairs. 

4.  Informal  Action. 

Number  of  unfit  or  defective  houses  rendered  fit 
during  the  year  as  a  result  of  informal  action 
by  the  Local  Authority  under  the  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts.  9 

5.  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954 . 

No.  of  Certificates  of  disrepair  issued.  2 

No.  of  Revocation  Certificates  issued.  — 

New  Houses  Erected. 

(a)  Total  number  erected  during  the  year. 

Council  19 

Private  Enterprise.  153 

Number  of  houses  under  Construction  but  not 
completed  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Council.  100 

Private  Enterprise  19 

Site  works  were  completed  on  the  Council’s 
Parkwall  Estate  to  take  650  houses,  of  these 
100  houses  were  at  Eaves  Level  at  the  end  of 
the  year,  the  remaining  sites  are  for  the  pro¬ 
posed  Bristol  Overspill  Housing  Scheme. 

(b)  New  houses  erected  during  the  year  with  State 

assistance  under  the  Housing  Act.  Nil 


KINGSWOOD  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Housing. 

(a)  New  Accomodation. 

During  the  year  103  houses  were  erected  by  the 
Council  and  a  further  146  by  private  enterprise.  The  demand  for 
Council  houses  remains  at  a  steady  level  and,  broadly  speaking, 
the  number  of  applicants  taken  off  the  list  is  balanced  by  new 
applications  registered. 

(b)  Unfit  Property. 

Three  clearance  areas  declared  during  1953  were  the 
subject  of  an  Inquiry  early  in  the  year,  following  which  the  Orders 
were  confirmed  without  modification.  The  tenants  were  sub¬ 
sequently  rehoused  and  some  of  the  houses  demolished. 

The  following  figures  have  been  submitted  to  the 


Ministry  of  Housing  :  - 

Demolitions  in  clearance  areas  8 

Persons  displaced  21 

Section  11  demolitions  5 

Persons  displaced  1 3 
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CAMPING  SITES,  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936, 

Section  269. 

SODBURY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

There  is  one  camping  site  in  the  area  and  this  is 
capable  of  accommodating  45  caravans;  at  the  present  time  however 
there  are  31  stationed  there.  44  licences  in  respect  of  individual 
caravans  were  granted  during  1954.  The  total  number  is  75  and 
furnish  accommodation  for  183  persons.  Regular  inspection  of 
these  dwellings  are  carried  out  and  during  the  period  under  review 
221  visits  were  made. 

WARMLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Camping  Sites. 

No  change  has  taken  place  in  the  number  of  sites 
used  for  camping  purposes. 

Number  of  applications  for  Licences  refused  by  the 
Local  Authority.  2 

Prosecutions.  2 

KINGSWOOD  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

Moveable  Dwellings. 

There  are  no  organised  camping  sites  in  the  urban 
area,  but  three  sites  are  licensed  for  a  single  moveable  dwelling. 
Trouble  is  experienced  from  time  to  time  in  the  control  of 
unlicensed  moveable  dwellings  and  one  person  was  successfully 
prosecuted  for  occupying  an  unlicensed  bus  body. 

MANGOTSFIELD  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

Camping  Sites. 

During  the  year  a  licence  was  granted  to  station  10 
caravans  on  the  site  of  an  old  quarry  in  Frenchay  Road,  subject  to 
the  various  conditions  regarding  water  supply  and  sanitation.  This 
was  putting  into  good  use  land  which  would  otherwise  have 
remained  desolate.  A  further  licence  was  granted  to  a  farmer  to 
station  two  caravans  at  the  rear  of  his  farm  in  order  to  provide 
accommodation  for  two  technicians  employed  locally. 

RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT. 

1951. 

There  are  two  premises  in  the  district  which  are 
subject  to  the  above  regulations,  one  being  a  licenced  manufacturer 
of  rag  flock  whilst  the  other  is  registered  for  the  use  of  filling 
materials. 

Regular  samples  of  rag  flock  are  taken  from  the 
manufacturers  premises  and  the  Analyst’s  reports  in  each  case 
show  that  the  samples  satisfy  the  prescribed  tests. 
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WARMLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Rag  Flock  Acts. 

Number  of  Licences  for  Manufacture,  B.S.S.  Certificated 
Factory.  1 

Number  of  Factories  Licenced  for  use  of  filling  material.  2 


RODENT  CONTROL. 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PEST  ACT,  1949. 

SODBURY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Although  the  Act  does  not  require  a  local  authority 
to  provide  a  destruction  service,  the  Council  do  so  where  desired. 
In  the  case  of  dwellings  this  is  provided  free,  but  business  premises, 
a  charge  is  made  to  cover  the  actual  cost  of  the  work. 

All  sewerage  systems  are  test  baited  and  where 
necessary  the  appropriate  treatment  is  carried  out. 


Local  Authority  Property 

26 

19 

(Refuse  Tips,  Sewerage  Works  etc.) 

Dwelling  Houses  and 

Business  Premises 

388 

184 

Agricultural  Holdings 

30 

15 

Total  visits  and  revisits 

1489 

WARMLEY  RURAL 

DISTRICT. 

Rats  and  Mice. 


The  Council  employ  one  Rodent  operator  on  this 
work  during  the  year,  and  the  following  visits  were  made:- 


Number  of  visits  including  revisits  made  1136 

Number  of  properties  inspected  209 

Rat  Infestations  of  properties  found  119 

Mice  Infestations  of  properties  found  25 


Treatment  carried  out  by  the  Local  Authority  140 

The  Council  carry  out  the  treatment  to  dwelling 
houses  in  the  district  free,  but  a  charge  is  made  for  all  Business 
premises. 

Sewer  baiting  was  carried  out  during  the  year,  and 
where  infestations  were  found,  poison  was  laid.  New  drainage 
work  in  the  area  is  being  checked  to  eliminate  any  infestation  that 
may  have  occured  during  construction  and  before  the  drains  are 
sealed. 
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KINGSWOOD  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Pest  Control. 

A  full-time  Operator  is  kept  on  rat  and  mice  control. 
He  not  only  investigates  complaints,  but  maintains  inspection  and 
preventive  work  daily,  and  services  a  number  of  business  premises 
on  contract. 


MANGOTSFIELD  URBAN  DISTRICT 


Pests  Act. 

The  position  with  regard  to  infestation  by  rats  and 
mice  is  satisfactory  throughout  the  district.  The  Council  employs 
a  full  time  rodent  operator  for  this  purpose. 


WARMLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

VERMINOUS  PREMISES 
Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

This  is  the  first  case  to  be  found  in  the  District  ; 
when  infestation  was  caused  by  the  purchase  of  second  hand 
furniture  from  a  sale  room  outside  the  District. 

This  draws  attention  to  the  necessity  of  proper 
investigation  and  fumigation  if  necessary  of  all  cases  of  rehousing 
of  Overspill  families  in  a  new  Area. 

Rivers  Pollution. 


River  Boyd. 

Some  slight  improvement  has  taken  place  in  the 
condition  of  this  River  during  the  year,  work  has  commenced  on 
the  extension  of  the  sewer  to  the  Paper  Mills,  which  when 
connected,  should  considerably  reduce  the  River  Pollution. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948  (Section  47) 

It  was  not  necessary  to  seek  powers  via  the  courts 
for  removal  of  aged  persons  under  Section  47  of  the  National 
Assistance  Act,  1948  as  amended  by  the  National  Assistance 
Amendment  Act,  1951.  The  advantages  of  assistance  by  the  Home 
Help  Service  and  visits  by  the  Health  Visitors  have  contributed  in 
avoiding  such  extreme  action  when  it  might  otherwise  have  been 
necessary. 
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DUTIES  as  DIVISIONAL  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

The  following  notes  indicate  some  of  the  work 
covered  by  the  Southern  Area  Sub-Committee  of  the  Gloucester¬ 
shire  County  Council  Health  Committee. 

Chairman  of  the  Committee 
Miss  Ida  A.  TIDDER 

Vice-Chairman:  Mr.  E.  P.  Birt 

Clerical  Staff  Divisional  Health  Office 

Mrs.  W.  M.  Smith,  (Monday  -  Friday  mornings  only) 

Tel.  7-3052 

County  Council  Members. 

Mr.  W.  R.  Humphrey,  Major  E.  E.  Mealing,  Mr.  S.  Monks, 
Mr.  H.  Rogers,  Mr.  H.  Pilkington,  Miss  I.  A.  Tidder. 

District  Council  Members. 

Sodbury  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  A.  W.  Britton,  Mr.  G.  Brook,  Mr.  C.  E.  H.  Minns, 
Mr.  I.  Collins.  Mrs.  N.  J.  Sweatman. 

Warmley  Rural  District  Council. 

Miss  D.  L.  Bull,  Mr.  A.  G.  Pride,  Mr.  J.  E.  L.  Mountford. 

Kings  wood  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  W.  Barnett,  Mr.  L.  H.  Birchley,  Mrs.  E.  A.  Griffiths. 

Mangotsfield  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  E.  P.  Birt,  Mr.  F.  Banks,  Mr.  A.  E.  Couzens. 

Co-opted  Members. 

Mrs.  J.  Cove, 

(Filton  &  District  Tuberculosis  After-Care  Committee) 
Mrs.  O’Connell  (British  Red  Cross  Society) 

Miss  P.  French  (Glos.  Federation  of  Child  Welfare  Centres) 

Mrs.  E.  Singleton  (County  Nursing  Association) 
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CLINICS  IN  THE  AREA. 


FILTON  (Shield’s  Road,  Northville) 

Ante-natal,  dental,  speech  therapy,  orthopaedic, 
eye-clinic,  child  guidance,  welfare  foods. 

HAMBROOK  (White’s  Hill) 

Dental,  eye-clinic. 

SOUNDWELL  (So undwell  Road,  Kingswood) 

Ante-natal,  minor  ailments,  orthopaedic,  eye-clinic. 

MORLEY  ROAD  (Soundwell,  Staple  Hill) 

Child  guidance,  speech  therapy,  dental. 

KINGSWOOD  DENTAL  CLINIC 

(Divisional  Health  Office,  High  Street,  Kingswood) 

R  IDG  WOOD  (Chipping  Sod  bury) 

Dental,  ante-natal,  eye-clinic. 

DAY  NURSERY,  ENMORE  HOUSE,  Court  Road,  Kingswood, 

Bristol. 


CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRES. 


HAMBROOK,  Frenchay  &  Winterbourne  Down 

Hambrook  Clinic,  White’s  Hill,  Hambrook.  2.0  p.m. 
EVERY  MONDAY. 

MADE-for-EVER  (Kingswood) 

Anchor  Road  Chapel,  Kingswood.  2.0  p.m.  EVERY 
MONDAY 

CHIPPING  SODBURY 

County  Infirmary,  Yate.  2.0  p.m.  1st  and  3rd 
TUESDAYS  in  the  month 

WARMLEY 

Oldland  Church  Hall,  High  Street,  Oldland.  2.0  p.m. 
1st  and  3rd  TUESDAYS  in  the  month. 

WINTERBOURNE 

St.  Michael’s  Room,  Winterbourne.  2.30  p.m.  2nd  & 
4th  TUESDAYS  in  the  month. 
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SOUNDWELL 

Soundwell  Clinic,  Soundwell  Road,  Kingswood. 
2.0  p.m.  EVERY  TUESDAY 


DOWNEND 

Foster  Memorial  Hall,  Salisbury  Road,  Downend. 
2.0  p.m.  EVERY  TUESDAY 

KINGSWOOD 

Wesley  Church  Hall,  Blackhorse  Road,  Kingswood. 
2.0  p.m.  EVERY  WEDNESDAY 

PUCKLECHURCH 

The  Miner’s  Institute,  Pucklechurch.  2.0  p.m.  2nd  & 
4th  WEDNESDAYS  in  the  month 

COALPIT  HEATH  and  FRAMPTON  COTTERELL 

Wesley  Church  Hall,  Church  Road,  Frampton 
Cotterell.  2.0  p.m.  2nd  &  4th  WEDNESDAYS  in  the 
month 

BADMINTON 

Memorial  Hall,  Badminton,  2  p.m.  1st  and  3rd 
WEDNESDAYS  in  the  month. 


FILTON 

Filton  Clinic,  Shield’s  Road,  Northville.  2.0  p.m. 
EVERY  TUESDAY  and  THURSDAY 

YATE 

Methodist  Church  Hall,  Moorland  Road,  Yate. 
2.0  p.m.  2nd  &  4th  THURSDAYS  in  the  month. 

MANGOTSFIELD 

Village  Hut,  Mangotsfield.  2.0  p.m.  ALTERNATE 
THURSDAYS 


HANHAM 

Folk  Centre,  High  Street,  Hanham.  2.0  p.m.  EVERY 
FRIDAY 

MARSHFIELD 

Church  Hall,  Marshfield.  2.30  p.m.  ALTERNATE 
FRIDAYS 
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HOME  HELP  SERVICE, 


The  request  for  this  Service  has  continued  to  grow 
considerably  each  year  since  it  was  inaugurated  in  1949  by  the 
County  Council.  The  greater  proportion  of  cases  are  with  the  aged 
and  the  chronic  sick,  though  maternity  and  general  sickness  cases 
have  also  been  in  great  demand. 

By  the  end  of  the  year,  over  250  cases  were  being 
helped  weekly — of  these  210  were  Chronic  Sick,  Old  Age  or 
Tuberculous  patients. 

Applications  for  assistance  should  be  made  to  the 
Home  Help  Organiser  at  the  Divisional  Health  Office,  High  Street, 
Kingswood.  This  Service  is  not  free  but  a  generous  scale  of  charges 
depending  upon  income  has  been  determined  by  the  County 
Council. 
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HEALTH  EDUCATION. 


Efforts  were  continued  throughout  the  year  and  with 
the  help  of  the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education,  several 
special  meetings  were  held.  While  the  meetings  this  year  were  very 
well  attended,  it  is  difficult  to  assess  the  results  of  such  endeavours, 
and  probably  the  basis  of  a  Health  Educational  programme 
depends  on  continued  action  throughout  the  year.  Therefore, 
continued  activity  is  constantly  directed  through  the  medium  of 
the  Child  Welfare  Centres.  This  particularly  applies  to  the  Foot 
Health  Week,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  programmes  were  in  the 
course  of  preparation  for  talks  at  the  Child  Welfare  Centres  by 
chiropodists  and  for  demonstrations  by  expert  foot  fitters. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  special  meetings  held 
during  the  year:- 

8th  April,  Soundwell  Clinic  a.m. 

“Visual  Aids  and  Group  Leadership” 

lecture  by 

Dr.  W.  EMERYS  DAVIES,  b.a.,  b.sc.,  M.Ed.,  PhD. 

Education  Officer,  Central  Council  for  Health  Education. 

To  health  workers  in  the  Division. 

p.m.  “The  Greater  Need  for  Health  Education”  lecture  by 
Dr.  A.  J.  DALZELL-WARD,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.,  d.p.h.,  Deputy 
Medical  Director,  Central  Council  for  Health  Education 

Chairman,  Professor  A.  V.  NEALE, 

Professor  of  Child  Health,  University  of  Bristol. 

To  General  Practitioners  and  Health  Visitors. 

Both  meetings  were  very  well  attended,  the  hall 
being  filled  to  capacity.  The  morning  talk  by  Dr.  Emrys  Davies 
included  a  demonstration  of  modern  health  educational  methods, 
such  as  the  flannelgraph,  magnetic  blackboard  etc.  These  methods, 
together  with  the  basic  principle  of  group  discussion  have  been 
adopted  and  put  into  practice  in  this  Area. 

I  was  grateful  to  note  that  a  number  of  General 
Practitioners  did  attend  the  afternoon  meeting  and  useful 
discussion  followed  the  address. 
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5  th  May,  Filton  Clinic  in  the  afternoon.  Soundwell  Clinic  in  the 
evening. 

ii  i  nw — 

Two  colour  films  dealing  with  the  upbringing  of 
toddlers  were  shown  to  mothers  and  senior  girls  at  Filton  Clinic  in 
the  afternoon,  and  to  nursery  staffs,  health  visitors  and  mothers 
from  parents’  clubs  at  Soundwell  Clinic  in  the  evening.  Discussion 
afterwards  was  interesting  and  useful  and  was  led  by  Mr.  Freyman, 
the  child  psychologist,  who  is  attached  to  the  Child  Guidance 
Clinic  at  Morley  Road,  Soundwell. 

FOOT  HEALTH  WEEK,  13th  -  23rd  September,  1954. 

The  Southern  and  Central  Sub-Committees  of  the 
Gloucestershire  County  Council  Health  Committee  decided  to 
bring  before  the  notice  of  parents,  young  adults  and  elderly 
persons,  the  need  for  greater  care  of  the  feet  and  in  particular,  the 
need  for  greater  attention  by  all  to  the  purchase  of  well  fitting 
footwear. 


In  order  to  do  this,  a  Foot  Health  Week  was  organ¬ 
ised  in  collaboration  with  the  Foot  Health  Bureau  of  the  Central 
Council  for  Health  Education.  A  caravan  was  fitted  with 
demonstration  material  and,  with  an  expert  shoe  fitter  and  a 
chiropodist  in  attendance,  visited  a  number  of  Child  Welfare 
Centres  in  the  afternoons  and  parent  /teacher  associations  in  the 
evenings  during  the  period  13th  -  23rd  September,  some  of  these 
being  in  the  Central  Area.  The  foot  fitting  demonstrations  were 
very  well  received  and  indicated  a  real  desire  on  the  part  of  parents 
to  give  more  attention  to  the  care  of  their  children’s  feet,  and  in 
particular,  to  ensure  that  they  purchase  well  fitting  shoes. 

A  special  lecture  was  given  in  conjunction  with  the 
West  of  England  Child  Health  Group,  to  doctors,  health  visitors 
and  chiropodists,  by  Mr.  T.  T.  STAMM,  f.r.c.s.,  Orthopaedic 
Surgeon  at  Guy’s  Hospital,  at  the  Royal  Fort,  Bristol.  This  lecture 
was  very  much  enjoyed  by  the  audience,  a  representative  group  of 
the  medical  professions  which  included  health  visitors  and  chirop¬ 
odists.  I  am  glad  to  add  that  the  Chairman  was  Mr.  J.  B.  Steadman 
so  that  the  Boot  and  Shoe  Trade  was  also  fully  represented. 
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Talks  were  given  by  Mrs.  A.  Buxton  of  the  Foot 
Health  Bureau,  Central  Council  for  Health  Education,  to  the 
senior  girls  at  Hanham  Road  Senior  Girls’  School  and  at 
Charborough  Road  Senior  School,  and  these  were  very  much 
appreciated  by  the  pupils  who  appeared  to  be  really  interested  in 
the  subject  of  foot  health.  Later  on,  in  November,  Mrs.  Buxton 
came  down  to  give  a  similar  talk  to  the  Staple  Hill  Secondary 
Modern  School. 

The  Foot  Health  programme  was  supported  by  the 
Bristol  District  Branch  of  the  Society  of  Chiropodists  who  gave 
their  services  free  at  demonstrations  in  the  afternoons  and  at 
lectures  in  the  evenings.  1  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that,  arising 
out  of  this  experience,  regular  attendances  and  lectures  by  chirop¬ 
odists  at  the  Child  Welfare  Centres  are  now  being  arranged. 

11th  November,  Brains  Trust  at  Kingswood  Grammar  School 
Parent /  T eacher  Association. 

As  an  extension  to  the  Foot  Health  Week,  a  further 
effort  was  made  to  discuss  the  question  of  foot  health  with  the 
Parent /Teacher  Association  at  Kingswood  Grammar  School.  A 
very  good  team  was  offered,  but  it  was  a  matter  for  regret  that  the 
numbers  attending  were  only  50  or  so  and  not  quite  up  to 
expectation.  Nevertheless,  a  stimulating  evening  transpired. 

19th  October,  1954.  Page  Hall,  Staple  Hill. 

“Health  Education  in  Schools” 

I— — 

A  very  successful  and  well  attended  meeting  was 
held  in  the  Page  Hall,  Staple  Hill  when  over  200  teachers  attended 
for  a  talk  by  Dr.  Emrys  Davies,  Education  Officer  of  the  Central 
Council  for  Health  Education.  The  subject  was  “Health  Education 
in  Schools”,  and  I  have  heard  many  comments  from  teachers  who 
were  present  saying  how  much  they  enjoyed  the  lecture  and  they 
expressed  a  desire  for  further  information  of  this  subject. 

During  the  Foot  Health  Week,  exhibitions  were 
staged  by  the  Boot  and  Shoes  College  at  Filton  Clinic  and  at 
Soundwell  Clinic. 
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It  is  a  matter  for  regret  that  so  far  no  further  lectures 
have  been  arranged  as  a  follow-up,  but  it  is  hoped  that  some 
method  will  be  devised  of  meeting  this  deficiency  in  the  future.  I 
imagine  that  much  of  the  success  in  ensuring  attendance  at  Page 
Hall  was  due  to  the  presence  of  the  Secretary  of  Education  for  the 
County,  Mr.  W.  R.  Watkin,  as  Chairman  and  to  him  I  extend  my 
thanks. 

19th  October ,  Downend  County  Primary  School ,  7.30  p.m. 

In  the  evening,  the  same  lecturer  Dr.  Emrys  Davies 
gave  a  talk  to  the  Parent /Teacher  Association  of  Downend  County 
Primary  School  on  “Difficult  Children”. 

This  was  a  very  excellent  lecture  and  all  present 
were  extremely  interested,  but  again  only  some  50  parents  were 
present,  not  a  very  high  percentage  of  the  parents  of  children  in 
the  school. 
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